Mr. Meallet’s Sample List of Popular Middle School Novels By Genre


CLASSICS
Animal Farm by George Orwell
In this satire of Soviet Communism, the oppressed animals of Manor Farm oust their human master and take over management of the land. Everyone willing works overtime, and for one glorious season, they are happy. But when the pigs, who have declared themselves leaders, are corrupted by power, the common animals are left hungry and exhausted, no better off than when humans ran the farm.

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

An aged Cuban fisherman goes head-to-head (or hand-to-fin) with a magnificent marlin in this classic tale of physical and moral challenge. For a modern take on this tale, see Rodman Philbrick’s The Young Man and the Sea.
Twenty-Thousand Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne
Originally published in 1870, Verne’s amazing undersea adventure is one of the earliest science fiction novels ever written. Since that time, generations of readers have plunged below the ocean’s waves with Captain Nemo and his first-ever submarine, The Nautilus. It’s a voyage of exploration and the imagination.
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
The Adventures of 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gradesaver.com/character.html?character=10065" Tom Sawyer revolves around the youthful adventures of the novel's schoolboy protagonist, Thomas Sawyer, whose reputation precedes him for causing mischief and strife. Tom lives with his Aunt Polly, half-brother Sid, and cousin Mary in the quaint town of St. Petersburg, just off the shore of the Mississippi River.
COMING OF AGE
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
Francie grows up in the slums of Brooklyn during the early part of the twentieth century, and life treats her badly. But like the Tree of Heaven that grows out of cement or through cellar gratings, resourceful Francie struggles against all odds to survive and thrive.

Autobiography of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Arnold Spirit, growing up on a Spokane Indian reservation, expects disaster when he transfers from the reservation school to the rich, white school in Reardan. He begins to form friendships and joins the basketball team. Meeting his old classmates on the court, Arnold grapples with questions about what constitutes one’s community, identity, and tribe.

Born Confused by Tanuja Desai Hidier
Dimple Lala, an Indian-American teenage girl living in New Jersey, is trying to figure out where she fits in – in her family, dating relationships, and in the world.

Hatchet series by Gary Paulsen
Thirteen-year-old Brian is the only survivor of a small plane crash and must learn to fend for himself in the Canadian woods. This is an amazing, realistic piece of fiction.

Hush by Jacqueline Woodson
When Toswiah’s police officer father witnesses two white cops killing a black boy, he does the right thing and testifies, compelling his family into the witness protection program. Now Toswiah is Evie and everything and everyone she knows has changed. She copes the best she can and tries to figure out who she is and who she is

becoming.

Out of the Pocket by Bill Konigsberg
Senior quarterback Bobby Framingham is tired of keeping secret that he’s gay. He confides in a close friend who promises not to tell, and then does. Suddenly Bobby is in the spotlight. His best girl friend is hurt and disgusted. His coach insists that he’s not really gay. His teammates’ reactions range from supportive to freaked out to furious.

In the meantime, his father undergoes treatment for cancer, and the football team comes together to prepare for a championship game. This thought-provoking, funny, and ultimately uplifting story defies stereotypes about coming out and team sports.

FANTASY
The Golden Compass series by Philip Pullman
This incredibly sophisticated fantasy focuses on Lyra, an orphan growing up in a fantastical alternate-universe version of Oxford University, in which every person has a magical daemon who follows her around.

The Lightning Thief series by Rick Riordan

Percy Jackson feels like a misfit, but he never guesses that the reason could lie in his being half-mortal/half Greek god. But learning his true identity is only the beginning of his adventures, filled with action, adventure, and plenty of mythological creatures.

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
Ten-year-old Winnie Foster doesn’t realize that the fountain of youth is on her family’s property. This leads to her entanglement in some crazy adventures and to her having to make an almost impossible decision.

The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkein
Bilbo Baggins is a quiet and contented hobbit whose life is turned upside down when he joins the wizard Gandalf and thirteen dwarves on their quest to reclaim stolen treasure. Tolkein creates an entire world of creatures, geography, culture, and adventures and continues it into the Lord of the Rings trilogy.

HISTORICAL FICTION
Bone by Bone by Bone by Tony Johnston
In a small town in 1950s Tennessee, nine-year-old David, who is white, and Malcolm, who is black, are blood brothers. Although David's racist father has forbidden their friendship, the boys enjoy wild, free-spirited adventures, exploring caves and acting out their favorite stories, until the racism gets closer to home and can no longer be

ignored.
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
Set in NYC at the beginning of the American Revolution, Chains addresses the price of freedom both for the nation and for individuals through the story of Isabel, a slave sold at the age of five to a cruel family.

The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis

The year is 1963, and Byron Watson is the bane of his younger brother Kenny’s existence. Constantly in trouble for one thing or another, from straightening his hair to lighting fires to freezing his lips to the mirror of the new family car, Byron finally pushes his family too far. Momma and Dad send him to the Deep South to spend the summer with his tiny, strict grandmother. Soon the whole family is packed up, ready to make the drive from Michigan straight into one of the most chilling moments in American history: the bombing of the Sixteenth Avenue Baptist Church.

Science Fiction
Hunger Games series by Suzanne Collins
Sixteen-year-old Katniss does all that she can to help her family survive in their post-apocalyptic world, even taking her sister’s place in the dangerous Hunger Games.

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
In the future, firemen don’t put out fires—they start them in order to burn books. Like everyone in his society, Guy Montag never questions anything until he meets a girl who tells him of the past, when people were not afraid to think for themselves.

Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes

Algernon is a lab mouse who gets an experimental brain operation that raises his IQ. Charlie, a mentally disabled man, undergoes the same operation, and his intelligence expands. But then Algernon suddenly and unexpectedly begins to deteriorate. Will the same happen to Charlie?

The Last Book in the Universe by Rodman Philbrick
Following the Big Shake, which destroyed most of civilization, a small group of individuals (the "proovs") retreated to Eden, learned how to improve themselves genetically, and sealed their environment off from the sprawling ruins inhabited by the remaining “normals.” This is the story of Spaz and some other colorful “normals” who, although barely surviving themselves, must try to bring the truth to “Eden” about the real state of the world.

URBAN FICTION  
Note: Some of the books listed below may not be “PG13”.  Therefore, it is left up to parents’ discretion if students are allowed to read them.
Black Gangster by Donald Goines
A large part of Goines' thirty nine years of life was spent being a successful pimp, a thief, an operator of corn liquor houses, an armed robber, and a small time dope dealer. He lived the life of the streets and out of that experience he created Prince, the anti-hero of Black Gangster! It's the story of the shocking underworld of black organized crime and the fledgling black godfather" who goes from teenager ganglord to powerful Detroit mobster. Like the gangsters of the 1920's, he begins with boot-legging and branches out into every known crime
Monster by Walter Dean Myers
The book is a mixture of the screenplay and diary formats, which are used to tell the story of Steve Harmon's murder trial. The book is written from Steve Harmon's perspective. Steve Harmon is a 16 year young African American who lives in Harlem, New York and is forced into the situation which put him on trial for murder. He is accused of being involved in a robbery which led to the death of the owner of a drugstore. It is unclear whether or not he robbed the store or helped the “real” criminals in any way.

Hell's Diva by Anna J
Mecca is Hell’s Diva…but who could blame her when her life’s been hell on earth? As a kid, she watched her parents get killed by a so-called family friend. She’s taken in by her aunt Ruby, until Ruby also gets snatched away from her, though this time because of a deal Ruby made with a Satan from the streets, who’s provided her with an endless supply of money and luxury goods. Mecca knows that the only person she can ever count on is herself as she embarks on a mission to take control of her life by taking over the streets. But when the truth of what happened with her family is revealed, and a pathway clears to leading a more righteous life, will she choose the high road, or is she destined to meet their same terrible fate? 

Rainbow Jordan by Alice Childress                                                                                         Alice Childress's second novel for children, and written in the same sort of Harlemese as A Hero Ain't Nothin' But a Sandwich, this is the story of fourteen-year-old Rainbow Jordan. Her single mother, Kathie, is a go-go dancer and flighty. Every couple of weeks she'll take off on a gig and leave Rainbow alone in their apartment. Usually when this happens Rainbow goes to say with Miss Josie, her foster mother, who cares a lot about Rainbow but is preoccupied with the breakup of her twenty-year marriage. On the street Rainbow's got a girlfriend, Beryl, who earns spending money with casual prostitution, and a boyfriend, Eljay, who keeps pressuring her to go all the way.
